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Finding Home Wherever You lre
MELODY WARNICK




Che New Alork Eimes

OPINION

Small-Town America Is Dying. How
Can We Save It

Aging populations, unemployment, addiction: Readers talk about
the obstacles to saving rural communities.

Dec. 22, 2018
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By Rachel L. Harris and Lisa Tarchak
Ms. Harris and Ms. Tarchak are senior editorial assistants.




Ehe New lork Times
Something Special Is Happening in
Rural America

There is a “brain gain” afoot that suggests a national homecoming
to less bustling spaces.

Sept. 17, 2019




Population changes via
migration

B More people moving out than
moving in

B More people moving in than
moving out

SOURCE: CARDINAL NEWS



ANYWHEREISTS

have the freedom
to design their lives by
choosing where they live




Americans work
remotely from

home




i:) MakeMyMove @ Offers Communities Articles @ How it Works Sign In

2o Recruiting Now @ New Kentucky f <:\; @ J

Move to Mayfield and
Graves County

$ $5,000 cash for relocation

50% off Y's Guys After School Childcare &
Monthly gift of a dozen locally sourced eggs
Lunch with the Mayor of Mayfield &

Community Tour and Lunch with Local Leadership

Tickets to the Purchase Players Performing Arts Theater 4

Family Pass for all Graves County High School home sporting events for
the year 4

B B B & B &

Family Pass to the fine arts season events at the Independence Bank
Performing Arts Center [
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WHAT ANYWHEREISTS
ARE LOOKING FOR

Affordable cost of living

Good quality of life




Your place needs to
capture people’s hearts




TikTok
@‘Fﬁr‘wnnnplnfalwt




The feeling of being deeply at home In a place,
a sense of belonging In your community




PLACE ATTACHMENT
IMPROVES:

Well-belng

Soclal capital
Self-esteem
Physical health
Life span
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Our theory Is that when a
community's residents are
Nhighly attached, they will
spend more time there,
spend more money, they're
more productive and tend to
pe more entrepreneurial.

—Jon Clifton,
Deputy World Director,
Gallup Poll



10 BERHAVIORS THAT
INCREASE PLACE ATTACHMENT

Walk and bike 6. Volunteer

Buy local /. Eatlocal food

Build relationships 8. Be civically engagead
Enjoy local assets 9. Create something
Experience nature 10. Bulild resilience




PLACEMAKING

a community-driven strategy
for creating places people love




Public Arts and
spaces culture

Downtown Fconomic
revitalization development



« |Improves quality of life
e Creates soclal connections

« Encourages creativity
« Beautifies places
« Capitalizes on assets

¢ Tells a community's story
 Creates a sense of place







BE AN ELKIN EXPLORER

Elkin Explorers help provide significant fFunding to a wide range of Explore Elkin initiatives, including events
like the Family Flotilla, Live at Five, Food Truck Fridays, and more! In addition, the Elkin Explorer program
allows us to leverage significant individual support to increase corporate sponsorships for events and
programs presented by Explore Elkin. With an investment of $100 or more per couple, Explorers are able to
receive many benefits throughout the community. Throughout the year there are many exclusive Elkin
Explorer events, including EVTA guided hikes, socials and an Appreciation Dinner Theater. All Elkin
Explorers will also receive an Explorer Discount Card which will provide discounts at local businesses
throughout the Elkin area.

Invitation to Join Explore Elkin Explore Elkin
Explore Elkin Executive Summary In The Press

READY TO JOIN THE INITIATIVE?

_Be an E lkin Exlpfar‘er _Be an Exp/ore E//ein Leader _Dona?? To Exp/are E lkin

Click Here to Read

$100 $200 CUSTOM AMOUNT
Donate Donate Donate
v IR - v IO IR = v IR

Questions?

Contact Us









“I TELL PEOPLE ABOUT
ELKIN. HOPEFULLY THEY'LL
THINK ABOUT COMING
BACK. IF WE CAN GET 500
PEOPLE DOING THAT,
WE’'LL HAVE SOMETHING.”

JeER e Bl D S O N



Tell the person next to you In
60 seconds:

[T you were taking someone

on a tour of your community,
what would you show them?
What would you brag about?
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| FEEL
COMFORTABLE

A ERE.




+

2

| KNOW MY WAY

AROUND.




3+ THE FRIENDSHIPS |

AAVE WITH

PEOPLE IN MY

COMMUNITY MEAN
A LOT TO ME.




+

4

| LIKE TO TELL
PEOPLE ABOUT

WHERE | LIVE.




+

S

'M REALLY
INTERESTED IN

KNOWING WHAT'S
GOING ON HERE.




+

o

| CAN RELY ON
PEOPLE IN THIS

TOWN TO HELP
ME.




7+ MY TOWN ISN'T

PERFECT, BUIT
THERE ARE ALOT

OF THINGS THAT
MAKE ME LOVE IT.




8+ F SOMETHING

EXCITING WERE
AAPPENING RERE,

'D WANT TO BE
INVOLVED.
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>

| CARE ABOUT THE
FUTURE SUCCESS

OF MY TOWN.




+

10

[T FEELS LIKE
HOME.




Place attachment is

your why.




Placemaking is
your how.




Refine / Renew
or Wrap Up

Assess Results

Discover
Share Community

Imagine
vaﬂmr
Take Action Design & Refine

N

SOURCE: LOCAL INITIATIVES SUPPORT CORPORATION, LISC.ORG
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MILLE Art Center & Residency
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Are there other
olacemaking projects
you've heard about or seen
that you could share?




Rural Community Challenges 2023

313 responses

Housing shortage

Downtown is dead

Mot enough volunteers

Losing young people 50%
Lack of childcare 44%

Meed to recruit new residents 40%

Mot capitalizing on tourism
aopportunities

Mothing to do here 39%

In-fighting and conflict 37%

Can'treach everyone with news,
efc.

Crime and drug abuse

Poorinternet semvice

Health care lacking 16%

FPandemic and economic crisis 7%

Other 14%

0% 20% 40% 60%

SOURCE: HTTPS://SAVEYOUR.TOWN/



Twice as many residents of
small towns say they feel
optimistic about thelir
community's future.




You do not nheed breweries.
You do not need loft apartments.
You do not even need a mural.
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Brainstorm for the next 60
seconds:

What placemaking
projects could make your
town more loveable?




Create a place that
capture people’s hearts




The Surprising Importance of Place in a

Work-From-Anywhere World

COULD LIVE

o

ANYWHERE :

MELODY
WARNICK
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